P Stag Beetle
Lucanus cervus
‘ Species Action Plan

1. Introduction

This beetle is considered Nationally Scare in Great Britain. It was selected as a
priority UK BAP species and subsequently listed in Section 41 of the Natural
Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006.

2. Current Status

2.1 Ecology and habitat requirements

Stag beetles are Britain's largest terrestrial beetle: males can be up to 70mm long;
females are smaller, without the characteristic male 'antlers’, designed to ward off
other male stag beetles. Both sexes have a shiny black head and thorax and their
wing cases are chestnut brown. The larvae spend between three and a half and five
years as white grubs underground in the decaying roots and stumps of deciduous
trees before emerging as fully-grown adult insects. The majority of adults live for only
a few weeks in the summer in order to mate, although a few may survive the winter
until the following year. Males are most likely to be seen in flight on warm summer
evenings between May and August while they look for a mate.

Habitats used by the stag beetle include urban areas such as parks, allotments and
gardens and old landscapes with networks of hedgerows, as well as broadleaved
woodland and pasture woodland. Stag beetles seem to use many types of wood;
they have been reported on Quercus sp. oak, Fraxinus excelsior ash and Fagus
sylvatica beech and also fruit trees including Pyrus sp. pear, Malus sp. apple and
Prunus sp. cherry. They prefer the warmer areas of Britain, and light soils into which
they can dig and move about more easily, and they sometimes follow river courses
where old oaks often survive.

2.2 Population and distribution

The stag beetle is still widespread in southern England, especially the Thames
valley, north Essex, south Hampshire and West Sussex. It also occurs fairly
frequently in parts of the Severn valley and coastal areas of the south-west.

Worcestershire is close to the northern edge of the stag beetle’s present British
range. The only extant, confirmed population in Worcestershire is now centered in
and around Upton-upon-Severn (figure 1) where suitable quantities of decaying
wood, especially tree stumps, can be found.
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3. Current factors affecting the species
Removal of deadwood
This is the main threat as dead wood (in a variety of forms) provides the larval
habitat, without which the population cannot survive. The beetles are
especially associated with tree stumps or the bases and root systems of old,
partially decayed trees and hedges. A more significant long-term threat is
therefore likely to be the lack of suitable trees / hedges to take the place of
the existing stock of large rotting timber.

Treatment of deadwood
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