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The diferent types of school

Academies (A)

Academies are publicly funded independent schools. The governing body/academy trust have responsibility for
managing the academy and have responsibility for deciding the arrangements for admitng pupils including their
own admissions criteria. Academies don’t have to follow the natonal curriculum and can set their own term tmes.
They stll have to follow the same rules on admissions, special educatonal needs and exclusions as other state
schools.

Community (C) and Voluntary Controlled (VC) schools

Worcestershire Local Authority (LA) is the admission authority i.e. it has responsibility for deciding the
arrangements for admittng pupils to community (C) and voluntary controlled (VC) schools including the
admissions criteria.

Foundaton (FD) and Voluntary Aided (VA) schools

The governing body is the admissions authority i.e. it has responsibility for deciding the arrangements for
admittng pupils including their own admissions criteria.

Free Schools (FR)

Free schools are funded by the government but aren’'t run by the local council. Free Schools are non-proft

making, independent, state-funded schools. They’re ‘all-ability’ schools, so can't use academic selecton

processes like a grammar school. The governing body have responsibility for managing the Free School and have
responsibility for deciding the arrangements for admitng pupils including their own admissions criteria.

For more detailed informaton on types of school visit the www.gov.uk website.

In Worcestershire the age range of entry to High school varies across the County. The table below indicates the year
of entry to High Schools in each area.

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9




When and How to Apply for a High School place
for the Academic Year 2024/2025

When to Apply

Applicatons Open 1st September 2023
Closing Date 31st October 2023
School Ofer Notfcaton Date 1st March 2024

If you live in Worcestershire and your child is due to transfer from a Primary/Middle school to a High school in
September 2024, then you must apply to Worcestershire County Council for his or her school place - the opening
and closing dates for applicatons are as above.

How do | apply?

You will need an email address

Once you have submited your applicaton you will receive an email to acknowledge receipt. If you do not
receive this email, it could mean that you have not submited the applicaton correctly and should resubmit it.
It is very important that you retain this receipt as proof of submission for your records.

If you do not have access to the internet, you can get online at any Worcestershire library.
Join the Library and use your Library card to get one hour internet access free each day.
Training on “How to get online” is available free to all Worcestershire Library members.

If you require additonal assistance please do not hesitate to call School Admissions on 01905 822700.

N.B. It is very important that you apply by the closing date of31st October 2023. If you do not make an
applicaton on tme, you may not be considered for places untl aFer all those that applied by the closing date.
Applicatons received afer the deadline may be classed as late and you may be refused a place, even if you live
in the catchment, have a child at the school already or live very close to the school. Any late changes to on tme
preferences are also subject to the late applicaton policy.

You are advised to refer to: Secton 1 of the Informaton for Parents Admissions and Transfers to Schools
book 2024/2025 for full details of the Late Applicaton procedure.

Deadline for applicatons is 31st October 2023

Parents of children resident outside Worcestershire

If you are not resident in Worcestershire, then you should obtain admission details from your home LA and apply
from your home LA, even if your preferences include schools within Worcestershire.

OFer Date

Ofers will be issued on 1st March 2024. They will be issued direct to parents, by School Admissions, even if it
is on behalf of the governing body of an Academy, Foundaton, Free or Voluntary Aided School, or a school in a
neighbouring LA.

In the few cases, where it may not be possible to ofer a place at any of the preferences nominated on the applicaton,
a place will be ofered at the nearest school with available places for pupils who live in Worcestershire.

The acceptance or decline of the ofer must be made by the date specifed.

For pupils not resident in Worcestershire, the oFer or refusal will be sent direct to parents by the home LA, even if it
is for a school in Worcestershire.



What do | need to do?

1. Visit Schools

Schools hold open events for interested parents and children. (Details are on page 6). You can tour the school, talk
to staf and pupils and see demonstratons. These are good opportunites for you and your child to have a look at
the school and get a feel for it. If you are unable to make the arranged date, most schools are usually happy for
you to visit at a diferent arranged tme. You should contact the school direct to organise this.

Visit as many schools as you can to compare. Make up your own mind rather than listening to rumours. Feel free to
talk with schools about things that are important to you.

2. Get more informaton about the schools you are interested in
Every school produces a school prospectus (a brochure giving informaton about the school).
Ask the school for a copy.
Look at the school website.

Find My Catchment Area School at: www.worcestershire.gov.uk/schoolsearch

Read the informaton available in the 2024/25 Informaton for Parents Admissions and Transfers to Schools
book which is available online at



How do | decide which schools to apply to and the order to put them in?


https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/schoolsearch






http://www.baxtercollege.worcs.sch.uk
http://www.htsfreeschool.co.uk
http://www.kingcharlesschool.co.uk
http://www.wolverley.worcs.sch.uk
http://www.hanleycastle.worcs.sch.uk
http://www.bishopperowne.co.uk
http://www.blessededward.co.uk
http://www.christopherwhitehead.co.uk
http://www.nunnerywood.worcs.sch.uk
http://www.worcs.tgacademy.org.uk
http://www.woodrushhigh.worcs.sch.uk

Checklist for applying - 31st October 2023 is the closing date for
Secondary School applicatons.

Informaton for Parents’ book.

Visited Schools and obtained a School Prospectus.

Applied online and retained the email receipt sent when submited. Remembered to keep a reminder
of own password used when applying for future use.

Date Applied:

Password:

Security Queston Answer:

If there is anything about the admissions process which you do not understand please contact School Admissions:
By Phone: 01905 822700

By Post:  School Admissions,
County Hall,
Spetchley Road,
Worcester,
WR5 2NP

By Email: schooladmissions@worcschildrenfrst.org.uk

Online: www.worcestershire.gov.uk/schooladmissions

The SEND Informaton, Advice and Support Service Worcestershire ofers independent and neutral informaton /
advice on Special Educaton Needs and informaton on electve home educaton. Please contact:

By Phone: 01905 768153
By Email: SENDIASS@worcestershire.gov.uk

Online: www.hwsendiass.co.uk

This leafet has been prepared by Worcestershire Children First to inform parents about School admissions and transfers in good
tme for the school year 2024/25. To the best of our knowledge all informaton was correct at the tme of printng: July 2023.
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