


How are GCSEs graded? 

GCSEs are graded as follows: 

>    Grade 9 
>    Grade 8 
>    Grade 7 
>    Grade 6 
>    Grade 5 
>    Grade 4 
>    Grade 3 
>    Grade 2 
>    Grade 1 
>    Ungraded 

Grade 9 is the highest grade you 
can get and ungraded means that 
the exam has been failed. 

How long is a GCSE course? 

A GCSE course is two  years long 
and you will be taught all that 
you need to know for the exams. 
However, there is also coursework 
for some subjects which is also 
marked by external examiners. 

How important are GCSEs? 
GCSEs are very important  as they will a�ect   
what you can do for your next steps. 

Some courses will ask for certain grades so, it is really 
important that you work hard and get the best   
grades that you possibly can. A�er all, two years 
is not very long at all. 
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What are ‘entitlement areas’? 
As well as the compulsory subjects, there are four 
‘entitlement areas’ for the optional subjects.  You can 
take one course in all four of these if you wish to do so. 
The four entitlement areas are: 

>    The arts (art and design, music, dance, drama 
and media arts) 

>    Design and technology (electronics, food 
technology, graphics, resistant materials, systems 
and control, textiles and product design) 

>    The humanities (geography and history) 

>    Modern foreign language (French, German, 
Spanish etc.) 

The optional subjects, the ones that you can   
choose, can vary for each school.   

WHAT’S NEXT? 
What can I do after my GCSEs? 
> Full-time education – A levels or vocational 

courses. 

> Apprenticeship – you can look for an 
apprenticeship at Intermediate or 
Advanced level depending on your grades. 

> Traineeship – if you are not quite ready for 
an apprenticeship a traineeship may just be 
the thing for you. 

> Part-time Education – if you are self-
employed  or volunteering for more than 20 
hours a week you can also study part-time 
as well to support you in further improving 
your work skills 
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