


 

 

3. Denominational. Children whose parent(s)/carer(s) are faithful and committed worshippers, this 

means attending any of the following at least twice a month for a minimum period of six months (once a 

month for Blaze (previously known as Messy Church) held at St Nicholas’) prior to application:  

 

a) the Droitwich Spa Church of England churches comprising St Peter de Witton, St Augustine’s, St 

Andrew’s, St Nicholas’ or St Nicholas’ Blaze (previously known as Messy Church). 

 

b) any other Church of England church, and for whom this is the nearest Church of England school.  

 

c) one of the other Christian Congregations in the town of Droitwich Spa that is a member of Churches 

Together in Droitwich Spa. 

 

For the purposes of criterion 3, a letter of support from their parish priest, minister or church leader

: 



Waiting List  

If applicants who have been unsuccessful wish, they may have their names put on a waiting list in school in 

case further places become available. Pupils will be admitted from the waiting list according to the 

oversubscription criteria set out above as applied to those applicants on the waiting list at the time the 

place becomes available. Therefore new applicants may receive a higher ranking than those who may have 

been on the list for some time if they have a higher priority in the oversubscription criteria. The waiting 

list will be maintained until the 31 December 2025.  

 
Applications for Existing Year Groups  

 

These applications will be co-ordinated on behalf of all schools by School Admissions, on behalf of the 

Local Authority.  The Co-Ordinated Scheme can be viewed at the following link: 

https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/coordinatedschemes and the in-year application information 

at http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/inyearapplications 
 

The procedure for in-year admissions for Worcestershire residents is as follows:  

 

1. The Authority provides a common application form (CA1) for parents to apply for a place at any 

mainstream school in Worcestershire.  Once completed, this must be returned to the Schools 

Admissions Team. 

2. In addition to the CA1 Form, some Voluntary Aided, Academy, Foundation or Free schools may 

require parents to fill in a supplementary form which may request information that allows them to 

apply their oversubscription criteria.  If schools use a supplementary form these must be consulted 

on and published and also available from the Local Authority. 

3. A supplementary form, where required, must be submitted with the CA1 form.  It will not be 

regarded as a valid application unless the parent has also completed the CA1. 

4. Applications from parents for schools outside Worcestershire should be made direct to the school 

or the local authority in whose area the school is located to find out how they process in-year 

applications. 

5. Parents will be invited to state up to three preferences on the CA1 for schools in priority order and 

give reasons for those preferred schools. Preference order is not taken into account when applying 

admission criteria as the law requires all preferences to be treated equally. 

6. Where a parent approaches a school directly the parent should be advised to complete a CA1 and 

return it to School Admissions 

 

Deferred Entry 

 

Parents are legally entitled to send their child to school from the September following their fourth 

birthday.  They may wish to do this either full time or part time, until the child reaches compulsory 

school age. At the point that a parent has been offered a school place, they may decide that their child’s 

entry to a reception class be deferred until later in the same reception academic year group, when they 

reach statutory school age.  Parents cannot defer entry until the following academic year. By law children 

must start school at the beginning of the term following their fifth birthday, statutory school age. 

 

Summer Born Children  

 

The parents of children born between 1 April and 31 August (Summer Born), can also request that their 

child enter the reception class in the September after their fifth birthday, effectively in the year group 

below their chronological age group, this is delayed entry.  The Rivers MAT Trustees must make the 

decision based on the circumstances of each case and in the best interests of the child concerned.  The 

Rivers MAT Trustees will take into account the views of the headteacher of the school, the views of the 

parent’s/carer’s; information about the child’s academic, social and emotional development; where 

relevant, their medical history and the views of any medical professional; whether they have previously 

been educated out of their normal age group; and whether they may naturally have fallen into a lower age 

group if it were not for being born prematurely in order to reach a decision as to whether or not it is 

appropriate for the individual child to delay their entry into school and be taught behind their 

chronological age group.  The reasons for the decision will be clearly set out. 

 

Even if it is agreed that your summer born child can start school in the September following their fifth 

birthday in the reception class, the normal admission arrangements apply and there is no guarantee of a 

place.  You should therefore give careful consideration to requesting delayed entry. 
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Admissions Outside of the Normal Age Range 

 

Parents may seek a place for their child outside of their normal age group, for example, if the child is 

More and Most Able or has experienced problems such as ill health, effectively in the year group below 

or above their chronological age group. 

 

The Rivers MAT Trustees must make the decision based on the circumstances of each case and in the 

best interests of the child concerned.  The Rivers MAT Trustees will take into account the views of the 

headteacher of the school; the views of the parent’s/carer’s; information about the child’s academic, social 

and emotional development; where relevant, their medical history and the views of a medical 

professional; whether they have previously been educated out of their normal age group; and whether 

they may naturally have fallen into a lower age group if it were not for being born prematurely, in order 

to reach a decision as to whether or not it is appropriate for the individual child to delay or accelerate 

their entry into school and be taught behind or ahea
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